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Contractual regulations for Horizon 2020 Research Projects

Grant Agreement (GA)

The grant agreement establishes the funding conditions for the project and regulates the relationship between the consor-
tium and the European Commission. A model grant agreement is provided by the European Commission for all participants
in the online participant portal.

This core agreement is significantly more comprehensive in Horizon 2020 than the main contract and annex Il in the sev-
enth framework programme (FP 7)with the funding guidelines. In order to simplify things, in Horizon 2020 there is now only
one model grant agreement for all projects, irrespective of the funding programme. Depending on tendering procedures and
means, options are available within the core agreement in order to adapt it to the project circumstances.

The "Annotated Model Grant Agreement” is an online version of the model grant agreement with explanatory notes for the
individual articles. The notes provide the majority of the information that was previously set out separately in the "Guide to
Financial Issues".

Concluding a Grant Agreement

The grant agreement is concluded via electronic signature by the coordinator and the Commission (via the participant por-
tal). Further parties of the consortium formally enter the grant agreement by signing annex Il1. This also occurs electroni-
cally via the participant portal. As a result, they will also be full contractual parties.

The period from the "call deadline” to signing the contract (“time to grant”) now only takes 8 months: 5 months for evaluat-
ing the application, followed by 3 months for preparing the grant agreement.

Consortium Agreement (CA)

The consortium agreement regulates the internal relationship and organisation of the consortium. It sets out the rights and
obligations amongst the project parties, for example, with respect to the background and outcomes of the project, and es-
tablishes internal rules regarding liability, confidentiality, damages and dispute resolution.

A consortium agreement must be concluded, unless it is explicitly waived by the relevant work programme of the tendering
procedure. The consortium agreement should be concluded prior to signing the GA.

The European Commission will not verify the content of the agreement and is not a contractual party in the contract. The
consortium agreement is concluded under private law, therefore the contractual parties are free to negotiate the terms -
provided that no provisions violate the guidelines of the grant agreement. Numerous model consortium agreements will be
provided for Horizon 2020 by various institutions with corresponding priorities (e.g. DESCA, MCARD, 2020, EUCAR).

Liability/guarantee fund

In FP 7, a guarantee fund was already set up by the Commission, in which 5 % of the total funding amount is automatically
transferred from each contractual party upon payment of preliminary financing. Provided that no irregularities arise over
the course of the project, the 5 % will be paid to the contractual parties together with the final payment at the end of the
project.

In the event of liability, the Commission's claims will be settled via the interest earned on this fund, under certain condi-
tions. Through setting up this fund, the Commission is sufficiently protected against loss of funding and can thus waive any
form of joint and several liability of the consortia.

Certification

In Horizon 2020, the number of certificates required concerning proper use of funding has significantly decreased. Certifi-
cation is only necessary once, at the end of the project term, if the funding amount of 325,000 EUR per beneficiary (exclud-
ing indirect costs) is reached or exceeded. Detailed information can be found on our homepage: https://www.uni-hanno-
ver.defen/forschung/forschungsfoerderung/europaeische-foerderung/horizon-2020/kosten-und-abrechnung/

Model Contracts
The mentioned documents provided by the European Commission for Horizon 2020 can be found at:
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/how-to-participate/reference-documents
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